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Strike or Investigation?
"Shall a nation-wide strike or an investi-

gation under thc government determine
this issue?" queries the National Confer¬
ence Committee of the Railways regarding
thc railroad strike proposed by the train-

men. That should be purcly a rhetoncal
question." A nation-wide strike would par-
alyze thc commerce of the country. It

throw out of employment thousnnds
of arorkera. It would bring incalculable
hardship not alone on thc strikers and
their familiea, bul on every business, every

family. dependent under thc complex eco-

nomic organization of the nation on inter-
state commerce. It is a thing scarcely to

be thought of.a condition bo desperate
and dangerous that when the railroad em¬

ployes of France sought to tie up the lines

of that country the government itself

stepped in and quelled the strike.
The railroads have proposed to arbitrate

the questions at issue under the Federal
act, which course has operated so favor-

ibly in the recent ease of the telegraphers,
ir to refer it to the Interstate Commerce
Commission. The employes, acting through
their represer.tatives. have refused to ac¬

cept either way to avoid the open break.
Yet it is not too lat*. If the ballots now

:>eing counted should empower the train-
nen's leaders to call a strike, it would still

e within their discretion to take the saner,

riser course of arbitration or Federal in-

estigation.
There is more than the Interests of the

ailroads as business enterprises at stake,
lore than the interests of the workers.
here is the public's Interest. In a partic-
larly near and vital «*nse railroad service
I public service; railway employes are

Oblic servants. All railroads and railroad
anagers have not recognized this in times
ist when making rates, grabbing fran-

lises or selling watered stock to investors.
ut the railway managers appear to recog-

:ze it now. Therein they are wise. If the

iilway employes forget it for one moment

iey will be extremely foolish.
The public's interest in the maintenance

." t-ansportation facilities uninterrupted

.id safe should, and must, be paramount
the private interests of both parties to

ie cor.troversy. By either agency therail-
>ads have suggested the facts in the quar-
il may be ascertamed promptly and accu-

lialy. The trainmen have nothing to fear
nd everything to gain from such an in-

uiry_unless their demands are unreason-

ble and unjust, Why should they be un-

illing to have the people who pay their

.ajres_the general public .know the
acts? Are their leaders willing to assume

he grave responsibility of plunging the

ountry into chaos, into almost certain vio-
?nce approaching the gravity of warfare,
ather than to accept the outcome of inves-

igation by impartial government repre-
^entatives?

Justly Executed.
After a fair trial, after a convietion

vhich wa,s based upon evidence that no

luman being eould misunderstand or mis-

nterpret, Roger Casement has been exe-|
uted. His guilt was of the sort that noj

rovernment and no people eould pardon
vithout destroying the whole fabric of
lational duty. His ease was far different
,'rom that of those unfortunate Irishmen
>f Dublin who were executed after trial

>y eurrrmary court-martial and for rebel--
irn against a government they had not|
iccepted and for disregarding an alle-j
Tiance they had not acknowledged.
Casement had been a servant. and an

lonored servant, of the British government.,
He had BCCwpted position and title at the
lands of the Hritish people. In the hour
>f national paril and national difficulty he
had gone to an enemy country and had
riven all the aid and comfort he eould to

Jiat enemy country engaged in a war to

lestroy his own courtry.
More than this. Casement had returned

o Ireland on a Cerman br.at and with!
irms in his hands to aid in a rebellion
-irepared in Rerlin and designed not pri-
.narily to help Ireland but to eerve Ger¬

many. H'- was cajitured, he was tried,
fairly and openly, he was convicted and;
executed, as it was always inevitable that

he would be captured, tried and executed.
It remains diffleull t.. perccivc on what

basis of law or of justice Casement eould
have been pardoned. If there were some

domestic purpose to l>e served by such a

pardon, then the Britiah government would

have been warranted in pardoning him.

But this was not the ease. Rather it was

plain that t-uch a pardon would have the
worst possihle effect at horm*--- it. would

have put a premium upon treason and

given license to disloyalty.
No one will believe that any corrupt or

aordid motive inspired Casement. He did

not aell out his country as did Benedict
Arnold; he did not betray it because of

personal ambition or disappointment. Hut

he did betray it, he did serve an alien and

enemy nati.« against hie own, he did come

to Ireland bnnging revolt, and he came

from hostile Germany, whose ends he was

gerving.
There nevtr was any illusion ln Ca«e-j

ment's mind about his own ease. He knew
what he was dofag and what the conse-

quences of capture would be. He faced the
facts with real courage and he died brnve-
ly. But he deserved the death that came

to him; there can be no just criticism of
the course of the British government in
this inBtanee, and there never was the
smallest excuse for any attempt in this
country, offleially or unofficially. to inter-
fert» In the operation of the dorrrcstic law
of Great Britain.

Hot Weather Moaic.
Perhaps New York doesn't want real

mrusic in the summer time, but when 8,000
music lovers assemble aa they did in Madi¬
son Square Garden for the last Civic Or-
chestra roncert, there is evidently a de¬
mand for something. It was not exactly
a light weight programme, either. An all-
Wagner evening, with Mme. Gadski as thc
soloist, Is a fairly solid dog-day diet. The
truth seems to be, as Anton Seidl proved
more years ago than we care to remember,
and as a few others have intermittently
shown since, the best of music calls loudly
enough, season or no season.

Incidentally these Garden concerta are

cstablishing one point not exactly surpris-
ing but still deserving the attention of
some worthies; that is, the musicianly in-
teiligence of the 8.000. We do not pro-
pose to insult them by saying that they
are a better audience than the Metropoli-
tan Opera assernblage. The handicap of
the chattcrers there is something that can¬

not be 0%'ercome save by tcaring out the
boxes and starting afr.sh, and it is not
fair to blame the Metropolitan lack of
musical atmosphere upon its general pub¬
lic. At the Garden music-loving New
York, East Side, West Side and all around
the town, rises in ita might. unfettored,
unadorned and occasionally unwashed; and
you can hear a pin drop throughout the
"Tristan" Yorspiel.
The complete moral may be too difflcult

to deduce in hot weather, but it seems to
involve a certain amount of popular pref-
erence for the very best in art. Almost
any sort of musical trash will Fatisfy a $2
spectator on Broadway. You have to give
your mightiest to win a 10-cent audience
at the Garden.

AUaying a Popular Panic.
Parents who are over-anxious about the

dangers of poliomyelitis may find some

consolation in the facts and figures set
forth by Dr. Ira S. Wile in "American
Medicine," He does not underrate the
tjravity of the outbreak, but only endeavors
to ahow it in its* proper relation to the com-

moner maladies, which, because they are

rommoner, cause little or no commotion.
Thus, referring to the effort to escape

infection by flight, he remarks that "the
large dilution of infantile paralysis cases
in New York City due to the overwhelming
population makes New York, even with the
present epidemic, a reasonably safe place
on the doctrine of probability of infection."
This is made the rrrore evident when it is
considered that a single ease in a commu¬

nity of 10,000 is equivalent to 560 cases in
a city with the population of New York.
Again, supposing the present epidemic to

involve 6,000 cases with a ease mortality of
20 per cent, the death rate would be 17.8
per 100,000. That is indeed a considerable
tigure, but it must be remembered that
the death rate from diphtheria in this city
was 26.1 in 1913, and from diarrhoea and
enteritis 73.5. But these diseases, being
more familiar, continue to take their yearly
toll without attracting general attention.

There is no doubt, however, that the hor-
ror of poliomyelitis is largely attributable
to the dread of the consequent paralyses
and deformities. On this point Dr. Wile
says:

"According to Wickman, at least 25
per cent are abortive cases without
paralyses. Complete recovery, or at
least functional recovery, occurs in
certainly 25 per cent of the paralyzed
cases. This will be increased as more

rapid diagnosis and deformity-pre-
venting treatment is instituted. The
period of recovery of function may re-

quire one to four years' patient care.

Assuming a mortality rate of 20 per
cent, there will thus remain about 40
per cent with permanent deforrm'ties
and impairments of function in vary-
ing degrees."
When the permanent disabilities that

sometimes result from scarlatina, meas>s,
rheumatic feverand other common diseases
of childhood are considered it is clear that
the apprehensions with regard to infantile
paralysis are out of all proportion to the
actual danger.

Newa for Gerrnan-America-is.
One of our veraeious and ever-vigilant

German-American editors has made a won-

derful discovery, at third hand. about the
recent engagement off the Jutland Bank.
which not only "shows cnnclusively who
was the victor in the great battle," but
incidentally exposes the tyrar.ny and un-

neutrality of the American censor.

It took exactly seven weeks for this im-
portant piece of r.ews to reach the Ger-
man-Americans of New York. It is true
that it was given out ostentatiously in the
English papers on June 13, but our Ger¬
man-American editor unhappily overlooked
the announcement, and is apparently un-

aware that it was reprinted in all the lead-
ing German newspapers. In fact. his keen
eye tirst lit on it in a Ixmdon newspaper,
when some amusing German commc |
the matter were reprirted by way of show-
ing the "desperate efforts" the Germans
were makinp "to nraintain helk-f in the
naval 'vietory.' "

The British Admiralty's announcement
was that three elderly admiraN, namely,
Sir George Egerton, Sir Frederick Ingle-
field and Sir Arthur Farquhar. had asked
to be placed on the retired list "to make
room for the promotion of younger officers
who are rendering important serviees to

the empire in this war." There is no rea-

son to suppose that any of these admira'.s
had anything to do with the Jutland
and their self-sacrifice was generally ap-
plauded in England as highly patnotic.

Hut our German- American editor, with im-

pudent aaaailaillj. talla his readers that
the news was not published in F.ngland un¬

til "The Times," being "at a Iobr how to

inform its readers" that three admiralf^
had been disgraced "on account of the
naval battle," had recourse to "the strata-

gein of quoting from German papers and
then questioning their conelusion."
The wickedness of American ofncialdom

follows, of eourse; for it cannot be doubted
thal Herlin aent the news abrond by wire

less, nnd "it is probnble that the American
censor at the wireless stations stnpped all
reference to thia fact, as he invariably
suppresses what he calls 'naval informa¬
tion.' " It is more probnble. however, that
the Herlin editora jrive their German-
American colleagues credit for keeping
their eyes open.

The Crimea of the Cat.
It is a very datnning indictment which

Mr. Kdward Howe Forbush, state orni

thologist of Massachuaetts, draws against
cats in the Journal of the American Mu-
seum of Natural History. There are

twenty-tive million cats in the United
States, and those in New York State alone
kill throo-and-a-half million birds a year,
he estimates. They have exh-rrninated
Ctrtaln spocies of birds. They destroy
frogs, rabbits, shrews, moles, toads and
li/ards; and if bo many insect destroyers
hadn't been cut off in their prime who
knows but that the gypsy moth, the brown
tailed moth and the elm tree beetle might
have been kept in their proper place in-
itaad of erupting all over the faee of nat-
ure and costing the State of Massachu-
setts $i>,000,000 in one year? F.xpensive
little fireside ornaments, you see.

If you must have a pet other than a

dog or a pony or a baby, have something
useful. suggests Mr. Forbush. A nice
little shrew, for example, or a cold handful
of toad, or perhaps a li/.ard or a salaman-
<ier. We confess that ever since Mr.
Kenneth Graham wrote about Mr. Toad
in his "Wind in the Willows" we have en-

tertained a rather amiable interest ip the
family. In addition to such companion-
ship as you would get from your little
friend you would have the satisfaction of
knowing that he was nobly raiding the
insect world in your brhalf when not on

duty in your lap. Licenses for cats is Mr.
Forbush's demand. Such a system would
cut their numbers in half, he believes,
There is something on the other side of

the ledger. If we destroy the cats who
destroy the toads who destroy the gypsy
moths, who will be left to destroy the rats

nnd mice? Irish terriers, you answor.

An excellent idea if every cat destroyed
should be replaced by a good ratter. But
good ratters are not frequent even among
terriers; and there are endless honest,
law-abuling human beings, strange as it
may seem, who will have a Tabby and will
not have a dog. So the rats and mice
would play, we fear, if any large raid upon
cats were effected.

That is one reason why it will be hard
lor Mr. Forbush to prevail. And there
r.re others. Cats utterly refuse to die;
they propagate with miraculous efliciency
and their defenders are legion. They
have a way with them, a feline, feminine
way, and there is no denying its lure.
Many, many things and beings ought to
be put out of any just and intelligent sys¬
tem, and yet they persist in this world
of ours year after year. Hogs in the
shapo of men and cats in the shape of)
women, for example. Any little thing we

ean do to help Mr. Forbush we shall be
glad to do. But his goal is the millennium,
we fear.

Label the Live Wirea!
(From Th« LtwUvllI* CtMTitr /tacwal.)

The death of Bi*hop Eveland, in Pennsyl-
vania, as a result of his Bteel fishing rod
touching a high tension wire when he wasi

passing under a railroad bridge, ehould
supgest the necessity for making the desijj-
nation of the "live" wire compulsory.
The rul» "lot the label tell" is a good one

as H i* applied to a bottle of tomato saucd

which has a preservative in it, or a pound of:
oleomorgirine, which but for the label law
mi-jht parade as butter. But the eharged
wire, which will kill instantly any one who,
come* into contact with it, may be strung
nretty r.early anywhere and is unreeogniz-

lakle.
Why shouldn't live wire* be *o colored or

marked that it would be possible for any one

to recok'nire them on atgktl
Whea B wire falls In the street the safer'

courfe is to assume that it la live and treat
11 aceordingly. But many persons fail to do
so, and many of those who neglect to take
ahur.dant precaution pay for their ineau-
tiOBBBBaa with their live*. Nobody ean dis-
tinguish live wire* from harmles* one* in

the nctwnrk of wire* that every city permitsj
te injure lt* appearance and endanger the]
lives of Ita inhabitants. Why not force per-i
anr.s who are responsible for live wire* to *o

desijrnate them that every one will knoi
them?
The "Stopl I^ook! Listen!" *ign* at un-

pui.r.led grade crossings are not adequa'e
lafety device*. but they are better than noth¬
ing. There is nothin? to wsrn the unwary
against the risk of being electrocuted by a

eharged wire.

The Hollyhock.
ifrjtn Tht FrcniAence Journal

The hollyhock is in bloom in Rhnde Island.
It llfta it* Ull head above the wall of many
a pleasait parden.
The hollyhock get* Ita name from two

words thut indicate its origin in the Holy
I.and, and its membership in the mallow fam-
i!y. But apparently it was known in India
before it flung it* cheerful banner* to the
air in Palestine. Wherever ita first home
was. it has become thoroughly acclimated in
N. w Eaglaad. We think of it a* a character-

New Kngland flower. lt decorates our

Colonial history, a'.most b*ck to rhe day* of
Goxeraor Bradford and Roger Wi'.liams. It
ll forever peering out of the paces of New
Kngland fiction and poetry. There is no

flower that more completely embodies the
. ef our ei^hteenth cer.tury romance.

Some of the old Tolonial blossoms ar» ikj
and modest, but the hollyhock has the cour-

age of it* conviction*. lt knows its beauty.
as it should, and ha* no mind to hide it
under a bushel or beneath a hedgerow. It
ts the province of loveline** to display Itaelf,
BOt vauntmgly. but with a due sense of it*
worth. Ar.d the hollyhock, th* statehest of
our "old-fashioned" flowers, aspires un-

akaaked
ln two books of "popular quotation?" there

is no reference to the hollyhock, though the
ft4* its fair ihare of space. But it ean

afford to be thua ostraciied.

A FIRM AND STABLE PRESIDENT

Mr. Hughei'i Irlind Rated Soaad, Practical
and Powerful.

Io the Editor of The Tribune
Sir: It is imposaihle'to rarefully eoniider

the Hon. Charles E llughei'i speech of ac-

ceptanoe without the con\iction that his elec¬
tion to the Presidency will aeeure for rhe

country a thoroughly efflcirnt and eandid
huainess sdmini.tration.
We are »<> used to glorious promises In the

linst that have mostly turned out to be

merely "srraps of paper" that it ii refresh
ing to behold. for a ohange, declarations of
aaaad and prectiral pnnriplei without phoi
paereaceBt glimmer
Hcrause the Presidency of the I'nited

Statea is a man'i Job, we want a man for thia
ufflce who lovea peaee, but ia not "too proud
te fight," and the eountry can be congratu-
lated on now having the opportunity to

,-cure a powerful mlnd to gnide the deatiny
f the nntion and to rectify the mistaken

j olinea of the past.
May the people as b whole be sure to

recognize thnt a ftrm and stable government,
with tho rejurenation of Ule country politi-
ealll. will be the result of Mr. Hughes'a elec-
tlon. FRITZ NOtBBT.

Morriatown, N. J., July 2, \'J\o.

Orange Connty'a "Enfantt Terriblet."
To the Kdi'or of The Tribune.

Sir: What Pr. F. W. Seward, jr., said in
his recent letter to you eorrectly phrasei the
eoaelaalaaa of Progreisives and independents
n this end of Orange County as well as

it doei those of the 2d Assembly IMttriet
ef Orange. So far ai the aetion of the

Republican County Committee in lndoning
the two men it did indorse for State Senator
and the Assemblyman for the lst Distriet
is ronrerned, Dr. Seward eorrectly expressei
the fadgaaeat of the derent Republicani of
the county.
Of eoarae, are kn..w the farce of iadoraiag

these twe men was the aetion of the infant
class in politiei. But these fellows are "lei
eafaati terriblee." ond we can't afTord to

smile at their antles. Too mueh crockery is
likely to be broken if we do. Moreover, the
standard of morals aet up is a bit too low
iv permit of any one flt to be outside a jail
approving of it.
The boasted luper-morality of the G. 0. I*.

has received a staggering blow hereabouts ai

the result of the aetion of thli committee in

indorsing these candldntes. It is scarcely
credible that the derent Republirans of Or
'inge County will ratify at the primariei the
idiotic aetion of their county committee. If
they do, then something very unplcasant is
gomg to happen to the G 0. P. in thii coun-

.v Not only will the Albany represenUfjve
part of tho ticket feel the wrath of an out-

raged public opinion, but the state and na¬

tional ticket will feel it r.s well.
Governor Whitman isn't any too popular in

this sectlon. If you add to this indignation
over local candidates, it is easy enough to
flgure out the load Hughes will have to carry
riereabonts. Already there are ilgns here of
i change in the tide for Hughes among Pro-
rrrssives, and even Republicans. The non-

lartisans are partieularly strong in this city.
rhey brought about the change in govern-
nent from the outgrown Federal form to

he new and modern one of rommission-clty
nanager form. They have the confidence of
i majortty of the folki in thia seetion in
:helr honesty, impartiality and determination
o ffet good government. And they are fight-
;rs.

If the two men indorsed by the infantile
Republican County Committee are JBmmed
:hrough the primaries in Orange County Bl
.ed-hot revolt led by the non-partisans may
3e looked for. When the returns come in!
iext November the G. 0. P. In Orange County
,von't look qulte so pretty, but it will know
> heap more, like the fellow who would in-
<i.st on monkeying with a mule.

W. M. S.
Newburgh, N\ Y. Aug. 1, 1916.

rV'hy Object to Gennan-American Support?
ro the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Your editorial comments on Mr.

Hughes's address last night not only aston-
,sh, but, to SBy the least, disappoint me.

\nybody who has read earefully his very1
:!ear and logical speech cannot for a moment
loubt his sincere sentiments on the great
.juestions involved. N'either is it at all
necessary to read between the lines. Even
"olonel Roosevelt, who certainly (and you,
vlr. Editor, must admit this"! has used some

fc-ery strong wordi in regard to the German
¦juestion, especially the Lusitania ease, ap-
r.roves of all that Mr. Hughes said. Not only
that, but Mr. Roosevelt approves and is
heartily in favor of the man behind the
r-'ords, which is more important, perhaps,
than anything else at issue.
As to the Gennan-American support, on

ivhat grounds do you, Mr. Editor, object to
their support? These people honor and re-

spect him. and know they will receive no
. peeial favors from Mr. Hughes. They know
fill well that Mr Hughes would not recall al
man like Mr. Herriek in the face of a difficult
nituat'.on, irrespertive of party Bffiliations.
They also know rhe fltaad Mr. Hughes would
take in another Lusitania ease, should a simi-
lar calamity again occur. For the ahove rea-

>ons, therefore, please quit nagging. Thus
far you have given him only half-hearted
support. You have continually hinted that
you are not in favor of him, but are simply
rhoosing the lesser of two evils, and have
made matters quite unpleasant for all con-
:erned. See the error of your ways and sup¬
port him as you have supported no other can-
Jidate. Personally, I regret just one thing,
ivhich is that I was unable to vote for Mr.
Hughes as Governor- I was not of voting age.

JOSF.PH I1VING HERMANN.
New York, Aug. 1, 191*5.

General Apathy.
To rhe Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: That Trihune -!ogan, "Mr. Hughes
will make a better Preeideal than Mr. Wil¬
son," assigns General Apathy to eommand
your forces and the Republican party with al!
it stands for goes by the board.

( arrying on like that because of foreign
ideals hardly support.s Ameriea Brat, hut even
yo you uphold wirh broken arms and palsied
tongue the standard h»arer of the Republi¬
rans and must he a-«-orded credit for that
little hit of conscience lurkir.g somewhere un-

t.nged
None eould more sincerely regret the locoed

roaditioa unfolded in to-day's editorial than
vour constant reader and Republican friend.

C. A. KEHRWIEDER.
New York. Aug. 1, 191fi.

Untwallowed, Thank You.
I tha E llter "f The Tribune.

Biri Your atritude regardirg the hyphe-
'.;.'f question has been 100 per cent Ameri-
cai until yesterday, August 1. H hat's hap-
pened? Has The Tribune swa'.lowed rhe
hyphen, or has the hyphen swa'.'.owed The
Tribune?
Your editorial of yesterday indors.ng Mr.

Hughes would ir.dicate that The Tribune la
r.ady to forge* AjBertcaaian in order ro fol-
law the grar.

J. M. H0LME8.
Prool.Iyn, Aug. ?, 1818

A Vote for Wilson.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: I did BOt eete for President Wilson ir.
'.P12 I did not exnect to vote for him this
year. But Mr. Hughes's mean and petty at-
teaapt to make political capital out of the
Mex.can aituation has enabled me to reach a

leeiaiea. I shall gjadlj - Mr. WHeon
on his Mexican re

ANT1-RRYAN DEMOC1AT.
New York, Aug. 1, 19,"

AN ISSUE SQUARELY MET.

TRAVELMN ENGLAND

Reporting at the Nearest Police Station Punctuates Each Day's Activities
The Identity Book That Has to Be Stamped Whenever You

Go Outside of London Even for a Night.
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The conditioni whieh govern travel in
England this year are quite different from
thoso of 1915. These conditions Bre practi-
eally unknown to people in Ameriea, und
rnany persons whose business is not of the
rnoit urgent character would most likely
avoid going abroad if aware of the inquisi-
torial ar.d annoying intcrviews with the
poliee which they muit undergo. The relation
of my experienee will convey some idea of
the present laws reUting to aliens.
When I landed in Liverpoo! I wentstraight

to London. I was there a day and accident-
tlly learned that I should have reported my¬
self to the police at once upon arrival. I
then went to the Vine Street poliee station
and reported. After waiting over half an
hour until other "neutrals" who were before
ir.e had been attended to, I was reproached
by the officer in charge of the office for not

having reported before, was given a "form"
tC fill out and told to call again the next day.
I called as requested and was given an "iden¬
tity book" one shilling, please). In this
was registered the place of birth of the ap-1
plicant, date of birth, names of father and
mother, and where each was born, my busi¬
ness in England at this time, whether mar-
ried or sing!e--in all about twer.ty ques-
tions. Resides, I had to give the name* and
i.ddresses of two Rritish-born householders
who knew me and supply the police with two
photographs of myself, one to be retained by
them and the other to he put in the book. Of
course, signing my name mary times here
and there in the book and on different
"forms" must not be overlooked. I.a'er m
the day, or early next day, I had to call and
,Tet the book, when the names given as refer-
enees were veriried.

It must be remembered that each visit re-

quires from half an hour to an hour of pre-
liminary waiting in a g'.oomy room and in
company which, sometimes, is not very de-
sirf.ble. The officials were civil, and, on fhe
whole, considerate. That my passport had
to be shown goes without saying.
Now, there is nothing in all this, other

than ordinary preeaution, but when or.e goes
outside of London for the night, or to a
friend's house for the week-end, one must
report to the police before departure and
have rhe book stamped, report to the local
police upon arrival, book stamped again, and
report to the London police upon return and
have the book stamped once more. I had to
g'> to Glasgow. Hefore I left London on th<«
sleeper I had to have my identification book
.'tamped again'by the police. When I arrieed
in Glasgow I had to go to the nearest police
itatiOB and have my book stamped; besi.les,
I had to wait my turn in a very small space
;»mong a let of other travellers, and then,
nfter these were disposed of, I w;n inrerro-
gated all over again, had to sign my name
and so on.
When I returned to London next day I

concluded that life was too long and too
lovely to be worried by pouce regulstions, so
I engaged passage by the tirst steamer whieh
left LrrerpOOL I thought that I would go
there the day before sailing in order that I
might see one or two old frieada. ~hal a
rintakel Although I was embarking for
Ameriea in the noralag af the .-¦.¦.

iece;ved a grilling which will always remaifl
vividly impressed upon my memory. Every
conceivable question was aaked me, *o which
1 rephed as calmly as riaiag ladlgaatioB
would permit. The examiner was quite hard
cf hearin^', got my name wrong, though it
was plainiy written in the book, and asked
me no end of fool-.sh question*.

.'.'.y he went »o a room inside, and af'er
some minutes returned with a sharp-no«cJ
man who said, "Vou stated that you have
kr.own these twe men in London Britiah-
born subjects) atiout thirty years?" "Yes, I
did." "But you only landed here on July 8
this year!" "1 may have been in England in
previous years; besides, unless this state-
nent was true I eould not have obtained the
card from the London police." He admitted
This and passed me on to another man who
v.ould not stamp the card without an im-

thumb, III .mraoal
cr,nv.nal! Thu reflocta on the common sensej
of the authorities, and will always be locked
upon by the victims as a gross humiliation
and iniulu X wai goiug to New York the

next day, *o why al! this bother? I showed
the offlcial my passport, also my tieket to

New York. In mitigat.on of the curious con-

rluct of the Liverpool official I am foreed to

presume that the proceedings were new tc

him, and he was anxioua to be correct, But
why an examination at every pol.ee station
when the stranger ean produce his passport
and book? 0. K.
New York, Aug. 1, 1316.

Dirty Schoolrooms.
To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The present scourge of infantile pa¬

ralysis is causing a belated effort at cleaning
up the city. If the disease is still prevalent
will there not be grave danger in opening
the pchooft in September if the present con-

ditton of the school houses continues?
From personal experience I know the con-

ditions of three school houses, which may or

may not be typical of conditions throughout
the city. One is a former primary school
used as a high school anr.ex, one is a gram-
mar and primary school with one floor used
as a high school annex and one is a high
school into which by three overlapping ses¬

sion* over 4,000 pupils, exclusive of the
evening school, are close'.y crowded. In the
last eight years these building* have never

reeelxed any cleaning except dry sweeping
with long handled brushes, except that there
i* a rumor that during F.aster vacatio
floors are washed.

I have two or three times imnginrd that I
saw traces of soap and water cleanine; on rfl-

turning after this vacation. The daily B
of cleaning is a* follows: As soon as »he
regular session Ifl over the jitnitor's
ant* appear with their long har.d'.ed brushes.
One whack at each side of each step cleans
the itairs. The rooms are fairly well swept,
except under the desk* or wherevcr it might
'be difficult to flin-g the brush. Those walking
thrOBgk the corrido-s going home a few min¬

utes late hurry or hold their breath as they
push through the elouds of dflflt

Ifl the high schools the boar.ls are washed
at present often enough so that they are

generally fairly eleaa. In the high school
floor of the grammar school building the
boards are never washed. When I a^ked the
reason of thi* I was told that in grammar
schools the boards were never araahed, only
ifl high schools, and as we were Being a

grammar school floor our BOB is were not

washed.
Nothing is ever d'isted. The method em-

Iployed is to sweep the room. thflt the door
BBd let the dust settle !' iBtl -hat a*

soon as one arrive* at ichool ir. the morning
and touehes two or three Bftlelaa ln tka room

obb'i haadi are rrlaay arltk dlrt On second
thought, I believe I kflXB s».^n orcasional
feather dusters being used. Their II

value i* well known.
Add to these conditions IBt at

!'east r.ine room* seating from tkilty to forft-
pupil* each are basement rooms. in most of
which artificial light is necessarv in the
brightest *pring day*, and if seems

that we have in at ieast some af the schools
of our largeat city almost idcal conditions
for propagating ar.y diaeaai for which dust
'and lack of sunlight furr.ish l breeding
ground.

It *eem» to me that people in general ought
to know of these conditions. The teachers
are powerless to change tnem.

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER.
New York, .July I

Republican Personalities.
To the Fditor of The Trikaae.

Sir: i a .4re jaal ag tka arti-
cle in your paper hv Edward G, LoagmBB, I
-. > Had aayl r la it vkaterer,

iat the same old ridiefllOBB argument*
kdxaaeed by dyed-in-the-wool partisans. In
the eaaa af President WilaOfl it may truly be
said: "We love him for the enemies he ha*
made." Famished as the disciples of Repub-
licanism are for a real issue to be used
against President Wilson. they are compelled
to fall baek on persor.ahtic* such as school-
master, theorist and doctor. The hitter par-
tia.-\nship is *o thmly screened in the u»e of
these epithets, the writers of them do r.oth-
;n^ more than to expose their own pontion.

FDWARD F. CAMP.
Newark, N. J., July 31, 1916.

FOR THE PEOPLE

Saggeitiona for Railway Impro-etnent ia
Aaawer to Mr. Shontt.

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: "Shall New York itreet railwayi ba

run for the people of New York?" Is the
headlag of an advertisement ngned by Mr.
Theodore P. Shonts. president of the New
Vork Street Railways Company.
Not havjng had time to read the remainder

of the advertisement, but aceepting it as evi¬
dence of incipient reform on the part of the
railways company, I would like to answer,
without a oriak, right off the bat, "Yrs"'

It is certainly reassuring to a long suffer-
ing public to have railway officials thus seek-
ing, at great expense to themselvei or their
corporations, through the medium of the
preao, the trend of public opinion on theie
matters pertaining to safety and corr.fort in
e:ty transportation by pertinent inquines of
this nature.

Yanderbilt would have said, "The public
people be damned," but the world "do

n ove," and we are, I take it from the head-
iug of the ad, about to hear of great reforms
;n railway management la this city, and this
is a preeautionary measure to preserve the
nerves of the overwrought straphangers by
l-reakir.g the news gently to them. "Shall
New York railways be run for the people of
New York ?"

Well! that's going iome.

If it means anything isici it meani that
there will be no more overcrowded street

'c_rs.
No more straphanging.
No more stopping in the middle ef the

Ibiock.
No more dirty cars.

No more impolite cor.ductors.
No more "step liveiy."
No more "take the next car forward."
No m<ir« of these nuisanees of anv kind

whatever, but cars every two m.r.utes, a sea'
for every one, chesterfleldian conductors and
a transf-T a' every rro<« llBC,

If the heading of the afoVesaid adver' «»

ment is ir.tended for a straw vote, I would
like to vote "aye" before rhe po!!s ('.¦¦

A STRAPHANCKR.
Flushing, N. Y., Aug. 3, 1916.

Our Worst Enemies at Home.
To the Editor <>f The Tribune.

Sir: Ear more danterous to the peaee and
v.elfare of our country than all foreign
enemies combined are those men whose seif-
iahaeaa is so intense as to overnde all con-

fideration of the extreme incor.vemence and
t-reat tinancial loss to the public oceasione.l
,,y their outrageous Strikes.
They are so anarchntic in spirit and effect

I wonder that such ungodly combinationi
have not long ago been outlawed by all civil-
lzed (,'overnments.

I have WBtehed the operations of their
leaders all over the world for over forty
years, and a more r.arrow, ev!-min.ied rlasi
of disturbers of the peaca do not exist.

They are the worst enemies of honest
aad union ;sm is a .-onspiracy against
.ernments ha-ed upen < hnstian prin-

ciples.
I am as strongly opposed to all the wrong.

inflicted by capital as any one can be. and
rhe fact that I serv.'d lee years as a Ualoa
soldter :n the Civil War will show where I
Mand when our inai.enable rights are in-

v.ided. NEWTON H CBITTENDEN.
Alpiae, N. J.. Aag I, ltl.

"The Star-Spangled Banner" in Moviea.
Io thr E.ii'or of The Tribune

S:r: I bt, itBf BrltB fOBf c->rre.

*. w. r f '., eoauaaaicatiaa hea.iei
"Compalaory Patr.otism," appearing ir your

... of to-day. An ordinance eompe'.ling
blar.ee of patnotism under rhreat of

> roserution on noncompliar.ee woald, to my
th.:.kir..'. be very undesirable. Yet when »he
national aathem la played the respeet of
sranding up, uncovered, should be shown by
...' preoeat, eitUOB or otherwise

I aeald suggest that in all pieture show
establibhments r.ot only should there be
the playing of "The Star-Spangled Ranner"
on a niano. and that by well qualifled
performen, but that the wordi and mune ba
shown on the eurtsin and a eornet player
lead with the eorrect rendering of the air
and that with vim. Tie audience therefor*
being able to intell'.gently and eorrectly joia
.ogether in unging the anthem. not perfune-
torily, from start to flnsh, would thus be
taught and the hyphenates who imperfeetly
speak English will be benerited and made
more patnotic. JOHN CASSIDX.

Biog-aoiton, N. Y., Jalj 27,1818*. -^


